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Pressing on is a posture and I trust the Spirit of God to bring us 
all there this year, Amen! Beyond admonition, I have come to 

tell you this year to press on. You have had a great start, but it can 
only be justified by your continual movement towards the right 
direction. You validate your "Starting" by pressing on. The posture 
"pressing on" covers the period immediately after the call to start 
and the moment the "finish line" is reached. Amazingly, the God 
we serve is limitless in scope and apparently, you don't determine 
the finish line. Winning athletes run at speed that propels them 
even beyond the set finish line so do not set a limit on your 
possibilities in God, just press on.

One sure way that keeps us pressing on is what we are pressing on 
to. Jesus Christ as a perfect example took his eyes off the suffering 
of the cross, the tortures that came with it and looked straight at 
the "joy that was set before him". The joy is what we now enjoy as 
children of God and co-heirs with Christ. We also need to keep our 
eyes on the limitless Jesus, he is one man whom we need to always 
see as we keep running the race set before us patiently. The 
posture of pressing on is to the end that Christ be glorified in all 
nations and that we bring heaven down into the earth. 

The Passion translation refers to our target as "the compelling 
focus". One thing we must make sure we do not miss out on this 
year is our various compelling focus. The act of pressing on should 
also be seen as a grace, a grace that makes us know that we must 
never stop running, a grace that makes us forget our past victories 
and move on to what's next at every point of our lives. As a grace, it 
depicts the term "Anagkazo" which means compelling power. 
Again, beyond admonition and command and besides posture, we 
must allow the boundless spirit of God to run the race in us this 
year. The apostle Paul confesses that he does not count on himself 
to achieve the goal of pressing on, but he runs through the force 
that draws him close to Jesus. 

Let me let you know that as you press on this year, don't expect an 
end, "Just Press On". As far as Christ can go, we are empowered to 
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run, and He has declared His limitlessness as a perfect leader when 
He promised us greater works. Let the Spirit divine run the race in 
and through you this year. If He doesn't, the arm of flesh will fail 
you. It is the Spirit divine that makes us say "there is a lifting up 
when others are saying there is a casting down".
The good news is that the devil will always miss his target at you 
because you are always on the run, you keep pressing on. Your 
positioning will always be in the divine and just as Jesus kept living 
a victorious life, we are sure to stay above the plans of the devil. 
 
As a posture, pressing on will require deliberate effort of 
consistency at what is right, intentional unlearning, learning, and 
relearning, further self-realization through thorough and personal 
reflection and lastly, an optimistic approach towards purpose. 
Always be sure to "take dressing" every step of the way this year. As 
a highflyer, stopping is not an option neither is turning back, your 
only alternative is to press on. As a grace this year, continually draw 
from the Spirit of God to run beyond your own strength and to soar 
on the wings of the Spirit. In case you don't know, we are in for 
things that are way bigger than us this year. Let the act of pressing 
on be a grace unto you, carrying you all through the hurdles as you 
journey through life. 

Damilola Uzoma-Udoma. 
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Opening Charge >>>

 - Phil.3:12-14

Introduction
Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind and reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, I 
press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus – Phil.3:12-14.

“Pressing on” is defined as: “to be persistent, 
unrelenting, and tenacious in seeking to learn, 
grow, and serve others.

We can look at the past, learn from the past, 
but we cannot live in the past. We have to give 
our past to Jesus. There are two things we 
must forget from our yesterdays: our defeats 
and our victories. Any of the two can hold us 
back from launching into the deep for greater 
exploits.

Forget the Past

We all have a past and when it comes to our 
defeats, we have to forget the injuries and 
wounds and let God heal us of those hurts. We 
also have to put ourselves under the 
forgiveness of God and forgive ourselves. The 
devil is the accuser. He will always bring up our 
past mistakes. If you have confessed it and 
repented of it, stop letting the accusation of 
the enemy keep you from victory. We cannot 
live off yesterday's blessing or strength as too 
much of living in it may hinder us from putting 
our foresight ahead of what is ahead. We have 
to live one day at a time and focus on what 
God is doing right now. 

Focus on God

“I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus” (v. 14). 

The prize is to be in the will of God right now, 
tomorrow and for all eternity. Whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). What is 
the one thing you do, that you need to stop 
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doing? What is the one thing that you are NOT 
doing that you should be doing? What is the 
one thing that, if you did it, would help you 
personally, spiritually, maritally, relationships, 
family, job, etc.? It may look big and difficult 
but as you continue to persist and stay on the 
Lord in the place of determination, self-
development, discipline and prayers, you can 
achieve all.

Sometimes the call to “press on” could be 
applied to all aspects of life. To start with 
“making war on sin” and “seeking first Christ 
and His kingdom”, “pursuing the best in life, 
carrier and ministry”. This can be tough but the 
unique thing about it is that it can be shot 
through with full energy and dependency on 
the Holy Spirit. “Press on with everything that 
is in you to lay hold on the goal!”

So, this is a daily battle against Self, Sin and 
Satan. Our hearts and minds are like little boats 
traveling up stream on a powerful river.  when 
we stop rowing, we start drifting, that is just 
the way the physics works. Yet, our rowing 
muscles are grace-fueled, and we are bound by 
crimson cords to the ship that went before us 
and is now anchored immovably to the white 
shores at Journey's end and He would not let 
His own be finally lost to the current. Let us 
keep pressing on as the master is ahead of us 
in the journey of life. We shall make it and not 
lose the battle.

In Closing - The song: 

I'm pressing on the upward way

1. I'm pressing on the upward way,
    New heights I'm gaining every day;
    Still praying as I onward bound,
   “Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 

   Lord, lift me up, and let me stand
   By faith on Canaan's tableland;
   A higher plane than I have found,



   Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.

2.  My heart has no desire to stay
Where doubts arise and fears dismay;
Though some may dwell where these       
abound,
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground.

3.  I want to live above the world,
Though Satan's darts at me are hurled;
For faith has caught the joyful sound,
The song of saints on higher ground.

4. I want to scale the utmost height
And catch a gleam of glory bright;
But still I'll pray till rest I've found,
“Lord, lead me on to higher ground.”

     Thank you.

There is an ideal weight stipulated for 
every luggage travelers carry for 
flights and sails. This is necessary so 
that smooth trips are assured.
Our lives are like a journey, we surge 
towards our goals, dreams and God's 
purpose for our lives. We are bound to 
learn lessons, suffer hardships, enjoy 
happy moments and move on, 
periodically.

That's why it's a journey!

Man, being created in the image of God, is 
intrinsically fashioned to crave improvements 
in every area of his life. But in this journey, in 
order to escape mishaps on the way, some 
weights need to be dropped. 

Not doing away with these may not 
necessarily impede you from reaching your 
goals or actualizing your dreams, but it will 
lead to destruction.
As a youth, you are on your way to your 
destination, or almost there, but take a pause 
and read through. 

1. Dissatisfaction and 
ingratitude: 
Dissatisfaction is a 
positive sign that there is 
much more to be done, 
but as you focus on the 
factors sponsoring 
dissatisfaction, you are 
most likely to lose focus 
on the things you 
should have been 
grateful for. 
That becomes unchristian of you, and in the 
long run, there is a tendency that every ounce 
of motivation is snuffed out of you and in no 
time you are either back to square one or 
your heart may have given room for 
depression.

2. Obsession: You could become too 
obsessed with your goals and that could 
usher in psychological damage to you. This is 
because you are drawn to ritualistic 
behaviours masquerading itself as passion. 
As a result, other aspects of your life and your 
health suffer hiccups in the process. You 
gradually become antisocial and lose vital 
relationships in the process.

3. Selfishness and Covetousness: This makes 
us more ego-oriented, even at the expense of 
others. Gradually we become wild towards 
others and nurse that unhealthy intent to 
want to eliminate every form of competition. 
We might just display some superstition or 
over skepticism about people's motives 
towards us, honest or not. There is every 
tendency that we begin to develop an 
apathetic disposition towards others, love and 
concern for others will diminish.

Finally, pride and self-sufficiency become one 
of the end-products of the points, especially if 
results are evident in your life.
The sad truth is that your physical and mental 
health will be affected. The values you have 
towards people will evaporate.
But there is a way out, TAKE DOWN SOME 
LUGGAGE BEFORE YOU CONTINUE THE TRIP.

            TAKE DOWN SOME
 LUGGAGE!
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 “Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind 
and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead” - Phil. 3:13(NKJV).

Success in life is a journey, not a destination 
and the life's race is more of a marathon 
than a sprint. Given the foregoing, the only 
failures would be the quitters. Scientist and 
inventors that have achieved record-
shattering feats were able to do so because 
they refused to give up dreams. In this 
Christian journey as well, there are bounds 
to be periods and seasons of weariness; 
times when you do not have a clear 
understanding of everything happening 
around you and have more questions than 
answers on your lips, yet in all these, the 
dogged Apostle Paul insists, “But I press on” 
Phil. 3:12(NKJV).
The two major hindrances to Success:
Generally, I have realized, and studies have 
shown that there are two major barriers to 
Pressing Forward. Namely, Past Failures and 
Past Successes.

1.     Past Failures: 
“Then the disciples came to Jesus 
privately and said, “why couldn't we cast 
him out” – Matt. 17:19(NKJV).
Your past is your property that should be 
trashed, and you should not be trapped 
inside it. As a student for instance, you don't 
fail simply because you are asked to repeat a 
class, you only failed in your academics 
when you quit schooling because of it. As 
seen in the above quoted reference, the set 
of disciples who came to ask Jesus, “why 
couldn't we cast him out” are also part of 
the same people who wrought great signs 
and wonders in the book of Acts. The 
difference is that in-between the 
experiences, they got empowered. Our past 

failure should never ensnare us. That you fail to 
sell ten copies of your first book and had to give 
away a lot of copies doesn't mean you should 
stop writing.

That you organized a crusade or 
seminar and had just five people in 
attendance is not a good-enough excuse 
to abandon your God-given vision. It 
should rather be seen as a learning curve 
that makes you to be more intelligent in 
the next edition. You don't quit 
witnessing simply because you won no 
soul for Christ in your last evangelistic 
outing; you don't stop praying to God 
simply because you have a few 
unanswered prayer points. I enjoin you to 
press on. Every new day offers us a new 
privilege to do it again more intelligently.

2.    Past Successes:
“And Noah became a farmer, and he 
planted a vineyard. Then he drank of 
the wine and was drunk and became 
uncovered in his tent” - Gen. 9:20-
21(NKJV).
Ordinarily, past successes should spur us 
to go higher and do more, but it is 
amazing to perceive those past successes 
could be just as ensnaring as past 
failures. As the saying goes, good is the 
worst enemy of better and better is the 
worst enemy of best. The devil constantly 
seeks our weak moments and one of 
such periods is just on the other side of 
success. Typically, we tend to switch off 
when a new feat is reached. At some 
point after the flood, Noah planted a 
vineyard, produced wine, and became 
drunk; he further stripped himself and 
made Ham his son sinned by seeing his 
nakedness (Gen. 9:22). Noah was never 
said to be drunk before or during the 
Great Flood but that was exactly what a 
sigh of success could do to any man.

THE      THING to doTHE      THING to do
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must continually put our past successes and 
failures behind us and move swiftly to 
unwrap and uncork God's next agenda for 
our lives. When you meet a target, set a 
higher one. The ultimate benefit of our 
Christian faith – Eternity with God – and every 
other accruable gain for walking in the 
Narrow Way are exclusively reserved for 
those who will not look back, having laid 
their hands on the plough (Luke 9:62). 
Pressing forward is the key. No quitter has 
ever won!

I pray for greater Grace to see through God's 
assignment for our individual lives and 
become everything He has ordained us to 
become on this side of eternity in Jesus 
Name (Amen).

The righteous Lot (2 Pet. 2:7) was also made to 
drink into stupor by his two daughters, having 
escaped the conflagration of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. They made him drunk twice and 
took turns to spend a night with him; both 
becoming pregnant in the process. The urge 
to relax and loosen-up might have made it 
possible for the two girls to easily trick their 
father and commit such an abomination with 
him (Gen. 19;35-36). A pastor with a target of 
growing 500 members for God could easily 
forget how to wait upon the Lord once the 

th500  member joins his church. Once we meet 
our targets, we are naturally tempted to cool 
off and 'begin to take things easier'. But it is in 
this very state, that we must be very careful. 
God is never done with any man, not when he 
is still alive.

Conclusion
Whether we fail or succeed in our endeavors, 
we must review our steps and move on. We 

Rev. Gbenga Olowe 
National Director of Youth

and Nextgen 

Rev. Sam Aboyeji 
General Overseer 

Foursquare Gospel Church in Nigeria 



he eagle is nature's best example of Tstrength, perseverance, and 
determination. It is a bird that will not be 
denied its destiny, one that will never give up.

Have you ever felt like an eagle in a chicken 
cage? You are aware that there is much more 
within you than you are presently 
experiencing in your life.

You must understand that all eagles are 
deeply uncomfortable in a barnyard. They all 
yearn for clear, blue skies. 

You will be uncomfortable if you live in a 
surrounding that prevents you from 
being who you were meant to be and 
doing what you were meant to do.

Eagles and chickens share one trait: they are 
both birds. Aside from that, they couldn't be 
more dissimilar!

When it comes to chickens and their 
characteristics. Chickens are generally fearful 
of life, lazy, and rarely achieve their full 
potential.

We don't see chickens flying because they 
flap rather than fly. They are content to dwell 
within the boundaries of a fence. They cannot 
handle freedom and must be confined to a 
chicken yard.

When a storm approaches, the chickens' first 
reaction is to flap around in the chicken yard, 
stirring up dirt, before fleeing to the chicken 
house to huddle in fear with all the other 
chickens, hoping to find a grub worm along 
the way.

When difficulties arise, Christians who 
"flap around" and "run for the chicken 
house" are not living the victorious life 
Jesus died to give us.

We must stop fleeing from things, particularly 
life's storms. According to Romans 8:37, we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. We can always have faith in God to help us 
overcome life's challenges.

"As he thinks in his heart, so is he," says 
Proverbs 23:7. To put it another way, we 
become what we think. What we think 
about, focus on, and surround ourselves 
with shapes who we become.

When a bird believes he is a chicken, he 
becomes fearful and hysterical, but when he 
believes he is an eagle, he becomes strong and 
courageous.

I have met many people who are eagles but 
think they're chickens. That is the real issue 
because eagles who believe they are chickens 
will behave as such. Instead of soaring 
confidently and smoothly above the storms 
beneath them, they will scratch and flap 
around the barnyard, making noise.
The first lesson we must learn as "eagle 
Christians" is that we will have to fly alone at 
times. This does not prevent us from having 
relationships or making friends. 
That simply means that we will have to make 
and act on decisions that separate us from the 
pack and allow us to achieve higher heights 
than those around us.
I used to feel frustrated since I did not have 
any friends. I appear to spend most of my time 
alone. Everyone thinks I'm odd. Then the Holy 
Spirit spoke to me: other birds fly in flocks, but 
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eagles fly alone. Boluwaji, what do you want to 
be?

This taught me that, If you are an "eagle 
Christian," you may experience lonely times in 
your life. Perhaps it's as simple as being the 
only person who does not attend a function or 
do something that others do. 
Being an eagle does not mean you will never 
be tired or stressed; rather, it means you must 
run to God and allow Him to renew your 
strength when you are tired or stressed.
If you feel like an eagle in a flock of chickens, 
don't give up on God's purpose for your life, 
and never give up on yourself.

One of the most common reasons people 
give up is that they try things, fail, and feel 
like a "failure." We may fail at one or more 
things, but that does not imply that we are 
failures in life.

Great challenges await those who are called 
to greatness. God never said it would be easy. 
Indeed, He promises us adversity in His Word. 
He also promised to be with us through our 
difficulties, to fight on our behalf, to 
strengthen us to overcome any obstacles we 
face and to give us the ability to overcome 
them on one condition: that we keep 
pressing on.

It is all too easy to become weary, to believe 
that it's okay to give up, give in, and drift with 
the tides. However, the only way for you and 
me to finish strong is to keep fighting.

You must pay attention when the thought of 
moving beyond where you are begins to take 
root in your heart and mind. When a seed of 
greatness begins to grow, when you have a 
burning desire to step out of where you are or 
a desire to be adventurous and do something 
new or different. Take action! 

I wonder how many times people give up just 

before a breakthrough when they're on the 
verge of achievement. So, I want you to think 
of an area in your life where you need to refuse 
to give up right now.

You may be well aware of your imperfections, 
but don't let them discourage you. Rather 
than allowing them to separate you from God, 
run to Him with them. Because He is the only 
person who can assist you in overcoming 
them.

I believe you were born to be an eagle. God 
wants you to be an "eagle Christian," someone 
who can fly high, be courageous, live with 
power and dominion, and soar above life's 
storms.

You are an eagle, refuse to chicken out! Press 
on!
 by Boluwaji Adebisi.

One of the
 most common
 reasons people 
give up is that 
they try things, 
fail, and feel like 

a "failure."
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“Watch therefore, for you do not know 
when the master of the house is coming – 
in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing 
of the rooster, or in the morning” – Mark 
13:35 (NKJV)

Therefore, let us not sleep, as others do, but 
let us watch and be sober” – 1 Thess. 5:6 
(NKJV)

 According to holidify.com, Paris in France, 
Machu Picchu in Peru and Wyoming in the 
US are the world's top three places for 
vacation in 2021 and it won't be a bad idea 
to frolic all summer in any of those 
location. After all, rest is a necessity for the 
body and it is OK to be classy about it but 
the idea of going on a Spiritual Vacation 
could be deadly. I'd describe Spiritual 
Vacation as a conscious or unconscious 
period of doing away with the whole armor 
of God by which we were made to 
withstand the devil and all its restless 
machineries; a period when the flesh 
dictates to the spirit and carnality take the 
center stage of a believer's life; a timeout of 
not giving earnest heed to the things that 
builds and sustains the inner man; a period 
of recklessness and indifference towards 
the things of God; a period of spiritual 
lethargy and drowsiness.

Spiritual Vacation, which is usually 
unplanned, often comes as a subtle, little 
by little, encroachment into our spiritual 
space. Hence, we must relentlessly give 
heed to the things of God. The 
unsuspecting, constant neglect of personal 
bible study, the frequent postponement 
and eventual cancellations of personal 

prayer time and the intermittent absence in 
church services are usually found at the onset 
of Spiritual Vacation.

When am I on Spiritual Vacation?
You're most likely to be on a summer of 
Spiritual Vacation when:

· The way of holiness has begun to 
bore you;

· You have lost appetite for personal 
prayers and Bible study;

· You don't care to know what God is 
saying to you per-time;

· The voice of God has become very 
scarce in your life;

· You feel like removing all the checks 
that God has placed on your life;

· Fasting and prayer has become a 
thing of history in your life;

· Witnessing about Christ have 
become a thing of distant past in 
your life;

· You have lost the zeal for continual 
growth in the things of God;

· You no longer care whether you live 
for God or not. 

One major evil about Spiritual Vacation is 
that one may go and never return. 
Another is, the bricklayers may stop a 
building at lintel for whatever reason and 

SPIRITUAL 
VACATION

Abimbola O. Oladele
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continue the work after sometime 
from the lintel stage but our spiritual 
life isn't like that. There's nothing like 
'picking it up where you left it'. We 
would have dangerously lost grounds 
and rhythms in the realm of the spirit.  
The following are some of the reasons 
a believer should never entertain the 
idea of Spiritual Vacation:
      1. The devil is restless: “Be sober, 

be vigilant, because your 
adversary the devil walks about 
like a roaring lion, seeking 

stwhom he may devour” - 1  Peter 
5:8 (NKJV).

      2. To constantly resist the devil's 
invasion: “But know this, that if 
the master of the house had 
known that hour the thief would 
come, he would have watched 
and not allowed his house to be 
broken into” - Matthew 24:42 
(NKJV).

3. To constantly live above 
temptation: “Watch and pray, 
lest you enter temptation” - 
Matthew 26:41A (NKJV).

4. The end of everything is near: 
“But the end of all things is at 
hand; be serious and watchful 

stin your prayers” - 1  Peter 4:7 
(NKJV).

5. The end will come suddenly: 
“Servants are fortunate if their 
master comes and finds them 
doing their job” - Luke 12:43 
(CEV)

A Chain of Events
A chain of unnoticeable events often 
drags believers to a state of Spiritual 
Vacation. Often times, the genesis of 
Spiritual Vacations are traceable, and a 
thorough introspection could help us 
retrace our steps. Below are some of 
the helpful ways of returning from a 
summer of Spiritual Vacation:

i. Withdraw to a solitary space to 

critically examine yourself; asking 
direct questions and make an 
unbiased review of your previous 
thoughts, motives, words, steps 
and actions. 

ii. Fast and pray for mercy, 
forgiveness and revival – Daniel 9:3

iii. Urgently return to voracious Bible 
reading and meditation – Psalm 
119:148

iv. Read spiritually edifying books, 
tracts and magazines.

v. Do away with sensual movies and 
romantic books.

vi. Attend believers' retreats/ 
conferences.

And in all these, watch out for the voice of 
Holy Spirit and do well to yield members of 
your body to His guidance.
You probably ate yesterday, but I guess your 
body is already requesting for food today if 
you haven't eaten. In the same vein, your spirit 
man constantly longs for the food of the spirit 
to grow steadily and develop well. You don't 
say you won't pray, read your Bible or go to 
church today just because you went 
yesterday. And just as no one could eat or 
urinate on your behalf, no one can equally 
fast, pray or study the scriptures on your 
behalf.

Conclusion
“Be watchful and strengthen the things 
which remain, that are ready to die, for I have 
not found your works perfect before God” - 
Rev. 3:2 (NKJV)

We just must remain spiritually alert. When 
you don't feel like going to church, witness, 
study or pray, just do them anyway. The flesh 
would ensure that you never do those things, 
but you've got to say 'No'. Endeavour to press 
forward even in the face of unexplainable 
circumstances; relentlessly pressing toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Peace and grace be multiplied unto you in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
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Winning a game involves that you know the 
how and strategies to win that game. The 
same too applies to social media. It is no news 
that social media has come to stay, and in a 
couple of years to come, we would see social 
media evolve in ways we may not even expect. 
So, knowing how to play your games right will 
go a long way in helping you grow and more 
importantly, make some cool dollars (I am sure 
you like the sound of that!).

Creatives, business owners, entrepreneurs and 
even individuals who decide to get into this 
game of social media must know how to play 
their games right. If not, being disqualified 
might be your lot. Having said that, there are 
very important things you must level up to, to 
get your games rolling well on social media.

I will be sharing 5 important games you must 
play well to get your social media games right. 
Every tip I'll be sharing are social media 
strategies that have worked in the past and 
are still working.

1. HAVE A PLAN

Who starts something without having 
a plan? Who does that? The 
importance of having a plan cannot 
be overemphasized. Not one thrives 
on social media without having a well 
laid out plan. A social media plan will 
help you work towards things you 
need to focus on and ensure that 
every of your efforts are yielding 
results. To a very large extent, a plan 
will give you direction, keep you 
consistent and efficient. 

More importantly, with a social media 
plan, you can create bigger and better 
campaigns. 

2. HAVE AN UPDATED SOCIAL MEDIA 
PROFILE.

Your social media profile serves as your 
business card. Don't just leave it 
unattended to and expect your target 
audience to assume what you do or are up 
to. Take out time to create a compelling 
profile that leaves your target audience 
awed. Stick to these tips to get a 
compelling profile.

· Let your username be similar to 
what you do (This is applicable for 
Instagram and Twitter)

· Let your paragraph be short and 
simple.

· Have a good profile picture of 
yourself or your brand.

· Add important details like your 
email, your other social media 
handles, your phone number (if 
you've to put it), and a link to your 
website.

· Have a good-looking story highlight 
(For IG)

3. CREATE VALUABLE CONTENT

Nobody wants to sit and read content that 
doesn't help them in any way. As they say, 
CONTENT IS LIFE. You should make 
creating valuable content one of your main 
priorities in getting your social media 
games right. If you desire to grow on social 
media and also earn some dollars, you 

HOW TO 
PLAY YOUR 
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have to create content consistently. Don't 
create content today, and in the next 3 
months, you're nowhere to be found. No 
one thrives on social media with 
inconsistency. 

Understand the needs of your audience, 
and channel your content to meet their 
needs. With time, you'll have gained the 
trust of your audience and they will 
always come when they have problems 
because your content offers solutions. 
Also know that content is not just about 
writing, you can create videos, ask 
questions, record a podcast, post 
testimonials and case studies. These are 
examples of content.

You can check other people's content to 
see how they write their content, and 
get creative by creating unique content, 
and not just create alone, get 
consistent. This is where a social media 
plan comes in.

N.B- Stay away from plagiarized 
content. 

4. KNOW YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE

Knowing your target audience is 
another important thing you should do. 
Everybody is not your target audience. 
It's not possible to target everybody. You 
need to be very proactive when finding 
the right audience for your brand or 
your personal page. It's fine if everybody 
does not like you, that is why getting 
your own audience is important.

Before finding your target audience, 
know what you're putting out there. 
Figure out who will like what you're 
giving. You can even talk to them one 
on one to get further details on what 
they would like. Funny enough, social 
media has its own unique way to help 
you find people.

Social Mention is a major tool that you 

can use to find your target audience. 
You can also reach out to your personal 
contacts, your partners at work, your 
Facebook and WhatsApp neighbors. 
Your target audience will definitely be 
among those people.

More importantly, make sure you 
engage them and make them feel 
comfortable on your page. 

5. BE CREATIVE

We're in an age where creativity is top of 
the game. You cannot afford to be slack. 
You can begin by looking at what other 
people have done, and now think of 
how you can do it better. If people are 
doing social media this way, what 
measures can I put in place to make 
sure that I stand out?

You shouldn't get stereotyped. Spice 
things up, do unusual things that will 
make people see your page as a go-to 
anytime, any day.
Creativity lies with you, use it to your   
advantage.

Each and every day, social media is 
evolving with different strategies and 
patterns to get better. You can afford to 
stay behind. I also want you to know 
that social media is a lot of work, don't 
start if you are not willing to continue 
the game. Playing your social media 
games right is a continuous journey. 
And as they say, what is worth doing is 
worth doing well. If you want to do 
social media, do it well. Know your 
onions and play your social media 
strategies well enough to win the 
game in followership and cool dollars.

Have you got questions about social 
media? You could message me on 
IG - @thesocialmediaprophet
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While we see the great faith of the 
Centurion, like Jesus, there is another 
beautiful thing about him that should 

not be ignored.

A Centurion is a soldier in Ancient Rome in 
charge of a Centuria (a group of about 60, 70 
or 80 soldiers in total, formed by decuria, 
groups of 10 to 30 soldiers). 

The Centurion must have 
worked his way up and 

merited that position. 
Definitely not a lowly-
ranked individual.

He could have commanded 
soldiers to go get Jesus' 
attention while he remained 

at home. Instead, he 
went himself, 

according to 

THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE SPECIAL 

Matthew's account ( hapter 8:5).C

More captivating is the fact that a soldier of 
this status was willing to go that far on 
behalf of a servant. 
He had an option to say: 

“He is a servant after all, I won't lack hands 
when he's gone. 
“Even, people will applaud and appreciate 
me if I paid my respect, and 'honoured' his 
family with my presence at his funeral. 
“A few bags of silver in his wife's hands 
would do too.”
He did not!

Oh, how low the standard of humility has 
fallen, that such virtue is rare!
Hey, there is great nobility in humility. His 
actions proved that. His character equally 
complements his faith, and I sincerely hope 
it still lives on.

Oh, how I wish Matthew or Luke revealed his 
name!
Should I say, we should sit and learn?

Chinonso Ezeriaku Sabo Oniba District.
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charge of a Centuria (a group of about 60, 70 or 
80 soldiers in total, formed by decuria, groups 

of 10 to 30 soldiers)



       As believers who have the 
understanding that we have been 
called to shine as light in our world, 
we need to constantly be aware of 
what is happening in the world we 
want to shine in.  Being relevant is 
not the same as being of or like the 
world. It is being in a place where 
your influence can not be overlooked. 
It is shining that light before all men 
so they can see your good works and 
glorify your father in heaven. 

What does it mean to be relevant?

To be 'relevant' means to have 
'significant and demonstrable 
bearing on the matter at hand.
To be significant is to be sufficiently 
great or important to be worthy of 
attention; noteworthy.
"Staying Relevant" means - staying 
useful, innovative, and up with the 
times.

Relevance is relative. One can be 
relevant to a particular situation and 
not be relevant to another. There are 
certain things to do to continually 
remain relevant in that sphere of 

influence you have been called to. 

STEPS TO MAINTAINING 
RELEVANCE IN AN EVOLVING 
WORLD

i. Understand your assignment 
(Purpose)
You cannot stay relevant in an 
assignment you have not defined. 
You do not need to be everywhere or 
doing everything to stay relevant. 
You need identify where you have 
been called to shine so that you can 
shine effectively. 
Think about WHY you exist, rather 
than WHAT you do.

ii. Know that everything is not for 
you (Focus)
Relevance is not the same as moving 
with the trend. Once you have 
identified your assignment, you 
need to be able to sift what part of 
the trend you are to move with and 
the ones to discard.  You need to be 
focused to stay relevant. 
You cannot want to do everything 
and be relevant. 

Know that everything is not for you and as 

STAYING 
RELEVANT 
IN AN 
EVOLVING WORLD
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much as you need to know the trend, every 
aspect of the trend is not for you.

iii. Make Growth a Priority (Knowledge)
Growth and development is a key 
determinant of relevance. In your identified 
sphere of influence, you cannot afford to be 
dormant. You need to keep learning how to 
do things better. You need to get all the 
knowledge you can because the more you 
know, the more you will be needed.

iv. Be Intentional about building great 
networks (People)
Robert Kiyosaki once said, “the richest 
people in the world look for and build 
networks”. Everyone else looks for work. 
Active networking is vital. It involves meeting 
and getting to know people who you can 
assist and who can potentially help you in a 
return. There are so many people who seem 
to be good at what they do but do not have 
anyone to refer them because they have not 
built valuable relationships. A man's network 
is his net worth. 

v.  Never Get Tired of Embracing Change 
(Change)
To stay relevant, you must be willing to adapt 
to changes that affect your sphere of 
influence. Do not be rigid else you would be 
left behind. Change is the only constant in 
life. Know the changes you need to make per 
time and be willing to adjust. 

Just as Richie Norton said “you do not ask 
your way to relevancy, you act your way to 
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relevancy” 
No one will celebrate you because you 
asked to be celebrated. You will be 
celebrated for the actions you take.  

Damilola Uzoma-Udoma. 

Growth and 
development

 is a key 
determinant 
of relevance.


